
Guidance for tutors

The following slides are to be spread across two tutor times. We have 
left this as one continuous presentation as we anticipate that each 
tutor group will move at different speeds - you can move through the 
tasks as you see fit. 

The purpose of the sessions is to:
1) Ensure students understand how to create a revision timetable
2) Give students some basic revision strategies that they can then 

use. 

Each student has a small revision pack containing, highlighter, a pen, 
a good luck card, some flash cards and a blank revision card template. 



Year 10 
Revision skills



Mock exams

- Subjects have given you topic lists of what will be 
covered

- Your books are good sources of information
- Use Carousel and Sparx to help
- Try Practice Questions from exam papers
- Build your revision timetable
- Chunk your revision over weeks - don’t cram it just 

before (it won’t go in)



How to revise: Biology



How much can you remember?

You have 2 minutes to read through the information provided. 

Now, turn the pages over the try and write down as much as you can 
remember in 2 minutes. 

Now check - what did you get right/wrong? How much did you miss 
out? Why did this happen?



The forgetting curve

If you revise 
something once, you 
will forget most of the 
content. It’s important 
to chunk your time 
and revise the same 
content over and 
over again. 



Building a revision timetable



Your exam timetable

Starting next week (half term) a suggested timetable to cover the first week of exams

Subject 1 30 mins Subject 2 30 mins Subject 3 30 mins

Monday English Lit quotes Biology Option subject 1

Tuesday English Lit Biology Option subject 1

Wednesday REST DAY

Thursday Biology Option subject 1 Option subject 2

Friday REST DAY

Saturday English Lit Chemistry Option Subject 2

Sunday REST DAY



Your turn

Have a go at constructing your own week 1 timetable. Add in your own rest days.

Subject 1 - 30 mins Subject 2 - 30 mins Subject 3 - 30 mins

Monday 

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday



Mind map

Watch this short video (3 
mins) which details how to 
lay out a mind map. 

You can choose your own 
design and colours that 
work for you.

Have a go at reducing the 
information about cells onto 
a mind map. 



Venn diagram
The venn diagram helps when 
comparing similarities and 
difference between items.

Draw two (or more) large 
overlapping circles.

Check out this example that 
looks at transport in cells.



Breaking it down!

In this example, we’re comparing plant and animal cells

Draw two large overlapping circles.

Unique 
to plant 

cells

Unique to 
animal 
cells

Similarities 
between 
the two 

cells

Use the 
information on 
the sheets to 
complete the 
venn diagram. 



Flash cards
Use flashcards to 
help organise key 
facts that you need to 
remember. 

You can put a 
question on one side 
and an answer on the 
other;
Or a topic on one 
side with the key 
information.



Flash cards
Use these to test yourself 
- or ask someone else to 
test you. 

Check out this advice from 
BBC Bitesize

Using the information on 
the sheets provided and 
your flashcards, create 5 
cards to test your 
knowledge. 



The Fenman “Teach it” technique

The idea of this technique is around 
teaching someone else. 

It states that if you are unable to teach 
some of the basic knowledge, then you 
won’t have mastered the more technical 

elements of the content. 



The Fenman “Teach it” 
technique

Prepare to teach your partner 
the basics between plant and 

animal cells. You must 
include the functions of at 

least 3 sub-cellular 
structures. 

You have 4 minutes to 
prepare. 



Good luck!
Whilst some anxiety 

around exams is 
normal, we are always 

here to help, so don’t be 
afraid to ask. 


